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“Pay to Play” at the Clackamas County Board of Commissioners 

The 2015 Legislative session was instructive in a number of ways.  It illustrated the political adage: 

“follow the money.”  In this instance the money flow had been from the Maletis brothers to four 

Clackamas County Commissioners as they pursue attempts to overturn the Rural Reserve designation of 

their land investments at Langdon Farms Golf Course and adjacent properties. 

Campaign contribution background 

The Maletis brothers have sought legislative solutions in past sessions, and tried and failed to have the 

Urban/Rural Reserves process changed through the appeal process.  So far they have been unsuccessful 

in both: they have gotten no legislative traction, and the Court of Appeals denied all their claims to have 

their property which includes Langdon Farms Gold Course, removed from Metro’s Rural Reserve, so they 

can pursue commercial industrial development of their properties and gain huge windfall profits from 

their investment. 

In the past three years four seats on the Clackamas County Commission have changed, and significant 

campaign contributions were made by Chris and Tom Maletis. A quick check or OreStar at the Secretary 

of State’s web site can confirm the following direct personal donations from Chris or Tom Maletis: 

 John Ludlow (between Feb. and Oct. 2012) = $25,000 

 Tootie Smith (between April and Nov. 2012) = $14,000 

 Paul Savas (between Nov.2011 and Nov. 2014) = $15,000 

 Martha Schrader (between Jan 2008 and Oct. 2012) = $4,500 

These are very large sums of money for a county commission race, but it is no surprise given the multi-

year effort of the Maletis brothers to overturn the Rural Reserve designation for their 380 acres of farm 

land in French Prairie and the current receptivity of the Clackamas County Commission to forward the 

Maletis agenda. 

Sources:1 

 “Campaign contribution background” at http://www.friendsoffrenchprairie.org/issues-

lfcp.html and  http://www.friendsoffrenchprairie.org/documents/2012-

14_Clackamas_County_Comm_Donations_Maletis_Bros.pdf   

 “Search Results for "Maletis" Campaign Finance Contributions to Members of the Clackamas 

County Board of Commissioners” from 

http://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Pages/campaignfinance.aspx 
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